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2025 Hemophilia of Indiana Annual Meeting 
The 2025 Annual Meeting was held on August 17–18 and September 

27–28 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel – Indianapolis Airport. The event 

was another great success, welcoming more than 125 members of Indiana’s 

bleeding disorders community for a weekend of education, engagement, 

and support. 

The meeting began on Saturday with a two-part general session led by 

staff from Innovative Hematology. Topics included Adolescent Mental 

Health, New Therapies and Treatments, and the Importance of Car-

diovascular Health—all vital areas of focus for our community. 

Saturday afternoon featured a series of breakout sessions covering a wide 

range of topics such as VWD Care, Food & Fitness, The Art of Grati-

tude, Self-Advocacy, Men’s Health, Women’s Health, and more. He-

mophilia of Indiana remains committed to offering educational opportunities 

that meet the diverse needs of all attendees, regardless of their bleeding dis-

order diagnosis. 

The evening concluded with the Annual Awards Dinner, where we proud-

ly recognized our 2025 Judy Scholarship Winners, Camp Brave Eagle 

Award Recipients, and the 2025 Award Winners .It was a wonderful 

night of celebration and community spirit. 

Sunday morning featured a powerful keynote address by Kathy Gerus-

Darbison, one of the bleeding disorders community’s true “living legends.” 

Kathy shared her moving personal story about the impact of the HIV/AIDS 

crisis on her family and the bleeding disorders community. She also intro-

duced attendees to her remarkable Stitches Doll Project, which gives 

women affected by bleeding disorders a creative way to tell their stories. 

To learn more about Kathy’s work and the Stitches Doll Project, visit 

www.stitchesdollproject.org. 

The 2025 Annual Meeting was an inspiring weekend of learning, reflec-

tion, and connection, and we are already looking forward to planning 

next year’s event. Thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered, and 

supported this special weekend! 

http://www.stitchesdollproject.org
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Doug Thompson Teen Leadership Camp (DTTLC) 
 

The Doug Thompson Teen Leadership Camp (DTTLC) is a leadership experience 
for teen males and females with bleeding disorders, ages 14–18. The camp was cre-
ated in memory of our beloved friend and colleague, Doug Thompson, whose pas-
sion for mentoring teens and helping them navigate the formative years of life con-
tinues to inspire this program today. 

The DTTLC Program is designed to give teen members of the bleeding disorders 
community an opportunity to develop and refine essential life skills while enjoy-
ing an adventure camp experience. Each year, 10 teen leaders are selected to 
participate in the program, which focuses on growth, responsibility, and connection. 

DTTLC is guided by four main goals: 

1. To develop self-confidence through challenging and rewarding activities. 
 

2. To prepare participants for adulthood, encouraging responsibility for their 
health and helping them take steps toward college admission. 

 
3. To foster personal growth through reasonable risk-taking and physical activi-
ties. 

 
4. To build community and lasting friendships among young people with 
bleeding disorders. 

 
This year’s camp was held in Bagley, Wisconsin, and welcomed 12 enthusiastic 
campers. Activities included kayaking, canoeing, hiking, volleyball, and much 
more! A camp favorite was the lively “Chopped” Challenge, where campers show-
cased their creativity and teamwork to prepare delicious and imaginative meals. 

The 2025 Doug Thompson Teen Leadership Camp was an unforgettable experience 
filled with learning, laughter, and leadership—a true reflection of Doug’s legacy 
and his belief in the potential of every young leader.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark your Calendars! 
 

• 2025 HoII THXRUN - November 27th 

• 2025 Year End Education Event - December 6th 

• 2026 Hearts for Hemophilia Gala - February 6th, 2026 

 

Call our office @ (317) 570-0039 or email  Kristy McConnell  

@ kmcconnell@hoii.org if you would like to get involved in any of 
our events! 

• Check out our social media pages for updates!!! 

 
 

6910 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite 140 

Indianapolis, IN 46220 

www.hoii.org 
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*The material provided in Vital Link is only for general information purposes.  HoII does not give medical advice or  

engage in the practice of medicine.  HoII recommends in all cases that you consult your physician or HTC before    

pursuing any course of treatment. 


