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2024 Washington Days 
On March 6-8, an Indiana team made up of staff from Hemophilia of In-

diana and Indiana Hemophilia & Thrombosis Center and community 

members headed to Washington DC to be a part of the National Bleed-

ing Disorders Foundation (NBDF)’s 2024 Washington Days!  NBDF’s 

Washington Days is an opportunity for people affected by a bleeding 

disorder to advocate for issues that are important to them.  This year 

hundreds of volunteer advocates from across the United States met 

with legislators and staff to discuss this year’s issues.  This year we were 

advocating on behalf of the “Help Ensure Lower Patient (HELP) Copays 

Act (S. 1375 / H.R. 830).   The HELP Act has been introduced to ensure 

accumulator adjustor programs do not prevent copay assistance pro-

grams from accounting against a patient’s out-of-pocket costs.   Nearly 

all (99.6%) of copay assistance is used for brand-name drugs that do not 

have generic alternatives such as bleeding disorders medication.  Under 

accumulator adjustor programs, most patients are caught off guard sev-

eral months into the plan year when their financial assistance has run 

out and they are faced with bills for the full cost of their medication 

which, can easily run into thousands of dollars.  In addition to the sup-

port for the HELP Copays Act, our team is calling on Members of Con-

gress to sign a letter to the Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS) requesting enhanced enforcement of current essential health 

benefits (EHB) policies that would prevent narrow formularies that 

don’t cover treatments for all bleeding disorders.  Narrow formularies 

are when health plans significantly limit the medications they cover.  An 

example is a health plan only covering one type of factor mediation for 

ALL bleeding disorders. This letter is to ask HHS to enforce their regu-

lation that requires plans to cover recommended drug treatments regi-

ments that “treat all disease states”.  How can you help??  You can 

help the bleeding disorders community by contacting your federal rep-

resentatives and ask them to support the above issues!!  

If you help finding out who your elected officials are go to             

https://www.hemophilia.org/advocacy on NBDF’s website.   



Our Indiana team would like to thank the offices and staff of Congressman  

Andre Carson, Congresswoman Victoria Sparts, Congressman Larry Buchon, 

Congressman Jim Baird, Senator Young,  and Senator Braun for meeting with 

out team and allowing us to advocate on behalf of bleeding disorders         

community of Indiana! 



Page 3 2024 SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!!! 
 

Applications are now being accepted for the 2024/2025 Judy Moore Memorial 

Scholarship Program and the 2024/2025 Ed Magoni Memorial Scholarship.      

Application forms and instructions can be found under the Member Resources 

tab on  Hemophilia of Indiana’s website:  

(www.hoii.org/member-resources/scholarships).   

Scholarships will be awarded to those inflicted with a bleeding disorder, includ-

ing but not limited to von Willebrand’s disease, Hemophilia A, or Hemophilia B. 

The scholarship will be presented to the applicants that provides the best com-

bination of a creative and persuasive essay, excellent recommendations, and       

superior academic standing.  

Submission deadline for both scholarships is May 27, 2024. Late submissions 

WILL NOT be accepted.  All submissions must be typed and submitted via email 

as attached document or sent via mail.  

Contact Angel DiRuzza at 317-570-0039 or adiruzza@hoii.org with any      

questions.   
Additional scholarship opportunities are also listed the above website. 
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2024 Hearts for Hemophilia “Great Gatsby “ Gala 

 
The 2024 Hearts for Hemophilia “Great Gatsby” Gala was held Friday, Febru-

ary 9th at the historic Grand Hall at Union Station, Crowne Plaza Hotel - 

Downtown Indianapolis.  Guests wore their best 1920’s inspired attire and 

and participated in an evening of great food, fun, and most important fundrais-

ing and supporting the bleeding disorders community of Indiana!  A huge 

thank you to all that attended, donation,  and sponsored this very successful 

event!! Go to our Facebook (@HemoIndy) to check out more pictures! 
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Mark your Calendars! 
 

• HFA 2024 Symposium - April 11 - 13 

• 2024 Bowling for Bleeding Disorders - April 21 

• Course to a Cure - May 17 (New Date!!) 
 

Call our office @ (317) 570-0039 or email  Kristy McConnell  

@ kmcconnell@hoii.org if you would like to get involved in any of 
our events! 

• Check out our social media pages for updates!!! 

 
 

6910 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite 140 

Indianapolis, IN 46220 

www.hoii.org 

(317) 570-0039 

*The material provided in Vital Link is only for general information purposes.  HoII does not give medical advice or  

engage in the practice of medicine.  HoII recommends in all cases that you consult your physician or HTC before    

pursuing any course of treatment. 

The paid advertisements in this publication are not endorsements by Hemophilia of Indiana, Inc.  


