
2019 Hemophilia of Indiana Annual Meeting 

The 2019 Hemophilia of Indiana Annual Meeting was held August 10th and 11th at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel - Indianapolis Airport.  It was another record year with over 250  pa-

tients and families attending.  The opening session was another incredible presentation by 

Dr. Amy Shapiro and Jennifer Maahs from the Indiana Hemophilia & Thrombosis     Center 

an engaging and informative presentation and a great way to start the weekend. There was a 

slightly different format to the afternoon breakout sessions this year in which  here were 3 - 

one hour sessions instead of 2 - two hour sessions.  This allowed for our consumers to at-

tend more sessions and absorb as much information as possible.  Our industry partners did 

an incredible job and there was wide variety of topics available.  Saturday ended with the 

Annual Awards & Recognition Dinner.  During this dinner, all of our Camp Brave Eagle and 

2018 Unite for Bleeding Disorders award winners are recognized as well as our 2019 

Award Recipients and the 2019 Judy Moore Scholarship recipients.     Hemophilia of Indiana 

is extremely proud to announce that The Judy Moore Scholarship awarded $30,000.00 to 

eleven recipients.  In addition, the Ed Magoni Scholarship was added as a new scholarship 

and awarded $5,000.00 to 3 recipients. 

 2019 Volunteer of The Year Award - Lisa Swaney 

2019 Distinguished Business Award - Miller Transportation 

2019 Distinguished Group Award - The IHTC Social Work Team 

2019 President’s Award - Brittany Savage 

2019 Judy Moore Scholarship Winners: 

John Bontrager, Irvin Castillo, Mary Lang, Ralph Alter, Matthew Olovich, Rachel Conyer,  

Easton Meyer, Kyleigh Lay, Gabriel Buening, and Jessica McCorkle 

2019 Ed Magoni Scholarship Winners:  Oliva Hoff, Easton Meyer, and Gabriel Buening 

Sunday morning kicked off the end of the 2019 Annual Meeting with an informative general 

session “The Importance of Staying Insured led by Director of Finance and Business Opera-

tions for the IHTC Eric Gray, and included and a Q & A panel by the IHTC insurance coor-

dinators.  Support group breakout sessions followed the general session and ended another 

successful Hemophilia of Indiana Annual Meeting.  Information on various support groups 

are available on Hemophilia of Indiana’s website www.hoii.org.  Planning has already begun 

for the 2020 Hemophilia of Indiana Annual meeting that will be held on August 7th & 8th, 

2020!!   

 

The Vital Link is published quarterly by 

Hemophilia of Indiana, Inc. 

 

Designed by: Kristy McConnell 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President 

Joseph McKamey 

 

Vice President 

Jason Flora 
 

 

Treasurer 

Jeffrey Warner 
 

Secretary  

Melissa Breedlove 

 

Directors 
 

Greg Kil 

Matt Shade 

Corey McSweeney 

 
 

Legal Counsel 

Bryce H. Bennett, Jr. 
 

 

Staff 
 

Scott Ehnes 

Executive Director 
 

Kristy McConnell 

Development and Event 

Director 

 

Angel Couch 

Community Outreach            

Coordinator 
 
 

 

Hemophilia of Indiana 

6910 N. Shadeland Ave. 

Suite 140 

Indianapolis, IN 46220 

(317) 570-0039 

(800) 241-2873 

www.hoii.org 

 Vital Link 
 ...For Hoosiers Living with a Bleeding Disorder 

September 2019 



Page 3 

Hemophilia of Indiana would like to thank all of the 

sponsors for the 2019 Annual Meeting: 

Title Sponsors: 
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On Time Can Be Too Late  
Michael Joshua 
 

I have hemophilia, but it doesn’t have me. And it won’t hold me back as I prepare to 
head off to college in August. 
 On time can be too late when preparing to transition from high school to college. 
Because I have a diagnosis of severe hemophilia B, my mother always started preparing 
for the next school year before the end of the current school year. During that time she 
would meet with the school nurse or administrative staff for a medical packet and to 
schedule an in-service if necessary. My mom always told me that my medical history is 
my personal business, and it’s up to me to decide to share with others. However, it’s 
very important that I inform those who need to know about my hemophilia and educate 
them on what’s necessary in case I require medical attention and assistance. 
 Waiting until you graduate from high school is too late to prepare for college. 
When you grow up with a bleeding disorder, you learn that your normal is different 
from the normal of people without a bleeding disorder. I researched and determined 
which schools were the best options for me to attend. After campus visits, I began the 
application process and was able to discuss my medical needs with an admissions coun-
selor. By October, I had submitted an application for early action admission and com-
pleted the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). Immediately after receiv-
ing acceptance in November, I reached out to an accessibility counselor at the Office of 
Accessible Education to discuss available resources and what I will need to manage my 
disorder. I got the necessary paperwork via email, and had it in hand to present to the 
hematologist during my six-month visit to the hemophilia treatment center. During this 
visit, I was able to get my hematologist involved and discuss what I will need to move 
out on my own and have access to care. In January I also met with a rehabilitation coun-
selor at the Office of Workforce Development Rehabilitation Services regarding availa-
ble resources for college. 
 In February I attended the admitted student visit. Not only did I participate in the ac-

tivities scheduled, I also took the time to personally meet the counselor at the Office of Ac-

cessible Education. Among other accommodations, it was confirmed that I would receive a 

private dormitory room with no additional cost. Next, I familiarized myself with the location 

of Student Health Services, and met the staff there. I informed the nurse about my treatment 

schedule and learned about their                                        
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hours, their services, and campus emergency numbers. Because factor is shipped by mo-
torized delivery service and not by the US Postal Service, there is a specific process that 
has to be followed in order for the package to be received. 
 When preparing to transition from high school to college, it’s very important to 
plan ahead, be assertive, know available resources, and establish a support network. Alt-
hough it didn’t take a long time to navigate this situation, if I had waited until orientation, 
after move-in, then the time of a shipment or an emergency would not have been the best 
moment to learn. A new chapter of my life begins this August, but I am ready and not 
afraid of the challenge. I have always challenged the limits rather than limiting the chal-
lenges. As Malcolm X once said, “The future belongs to those who prepare for it today.”  
 
 
Michael is set to graduate from Baton Rouge Magnet High School in 2019, with plans to 
study political science and English at Loyola University in New Orleans in the fall. He as-
pires to practice law or become a sports analyst. Michael has a strong passion for helping 
others and enjoys spending time with family and friends, volunteering in the community, 
watching sports, and participating in competitive swimming and weight lifting. 
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Upcoming Educational Dinners: 
 

Contact Angel Couch at acouch@hoii.org to register.   

Check out our Facebook (@HEMOINDY) page and website for  

 details on educational dinners! 

 

Indianapolis, IN 

Topic:     “Spotlight on Unaffected Siblings” 

When:    Tuesday, October 15th 

Time:     6:00pm 

Where:   Restaurant to be determined 

 

 

Bloomington, IN 

Topic:    Topic to be determined 

When:   Tuesday, November 5th 

Time:    6:00pm 

Where:  Restaurant to be determined 

 

 
Updates to the Educational Dinners will be posted to our Social 

Media Sites and Website Calendar! 



Mark your Calendars! 

Here are some of our upcoming events… 
 

 Unite for Bleeding Disorders Walk - October 19, 2019 

 Fit Livin’ Thanksgivin’ Day Run - November 28, 2019 

 Year End Educational Event - December 7, 2019 

 

Call our office @ (317) 570-0039 or email  Kristy McConnell @  

kmcconnell@hoii.org if you would like to get involved in any of our 
events! 

 
 

6910 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite 140 

Indianapolis, IN 46220 

www.hoii.org 

(317) 570-0039 

*The material provided in Vital Link is only for general information purposes.  HoII does not give medical advice or  

engage in the practice of medicine.  HoII recommends in all cases that you consult your physician or HTC before    

pursuing any course of treatment. 


