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Annual Meeting Recap 

 This year’s Annual Meeting was a huge success!  We had a record 

high 224 attendees!   The meeting kicked off with an incredible 

opening session, “Care Throughout the Lifespan”, by Jen Maahs, 

PNP, Dr. Amy Shaprio, and Dr. Anne Greist that included discussion 

and recommendation of care through the lifespan of a bleeding disor-

der patient.  Some of the afternoon educational topics included “Self 

–Care for Bleeding Disorder Caregivers: Put Your Oxygen Mask on 

First”, “Planning Ahead: Aging with Hemophilia”, “Hemophilia: The 

Female Connection”, “Spotlight On Unaffected Siblings”, and “The 

Family Tune Up”!  While the parents enjoyed the educational pro-

grams, the kids, ages 4-12, had a blast at the zoo.  The teens partici-

pated in a program hosted by Chris Bombardier and Gut Monkey 

teaching teens how to deal with stress followed by an afternoon of 

adventure at a high ropes course!  Chris Bombardier was also our key 

note speaker on Sunday and included an incredible, interactive, and 

inspirational presentation!  Saturday nights dinner included the 2016 

Award presentation and the 2017 Judy Moore Scholarship recipients. 

 

Award Winners: 
2016 Distinguished Individual Volunteer: Matt Shade 

2016 Distinguished Business: The Art Press 

2016 President’s Award: Jeff Warner 

2017 Judy Moore Scholarship Winners: Zachary Crabtree, Matthew      

Olovich, William Lehman, Cole Sullivan, Sarah Phillips, Ralph Alter, 

and Ethan Dunham 

Congratulations to all of our winners! 

 



Upcoming Educational Programs: 
 

October: 
 

Indianapolis-Southside 

Topic: Lanes Not Divided sponsored by Octapharma   

When: Thursday, October 12th, 2017 

Time: 6:00PM  

Where: Shallos Antique Restaurant- 8811 Hardegan St. Indianapolis, IN 

46227 

 

Indianapolis-Northside 

Topic: Gateways to Education sponsored by Bioverativ  

When: Tuesday, October 17th, 2017 

Time: 6:00PM  

Where: Aristocrat Pub & Restaurant- 5212 North College Ave., Indianapo-

lis, IN 46220 

 

November: 
 

Indianapolis 

Topic: Factor 8 and Von Willebrand Disease Product Information sponsored 

by Shire  

When: Saturday, November 4th, 2017  

Time: Adynovate(Hemophilia A product)11:00-1:00PM 

 Vonvendi(Von Willebrand Disease) 2:00-4:00PM 

Where: Cooper’s Hawk- 3815 E. 96th St., Indianapolis, IN 46240 

*Please attend the educational program timeslot specific to your diagnosed 
bleeding disorder. 
 

Indianapolis 

Topic: Insurance  

When: Thursday, November 9th, 2017  

Time: 6:00PM 

Where: TBD 

 

*RSVP to Angel at 317-570-0039 or acouch@hoii.org* 
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2017 Hemophilia Walk  
The 2017 Hemophilia Walk was Saturday, September 9th at Fort Harrison State Park.  The 

weather was absolutely beautiful and the turnout was even better!  We had 278 registered 

participants for this year’s walk and an event attendance of 225!  This year NHF initiated a 

new donor program called “Factor Club”,  for those donor’s who individually raised over 

$500.  Hemophilia of Indiana is proud to announce that we had 6 individuals that became 

“Factor Club” members.  Congratulations to Dave Currey, Travis Rivers, Deja Sturdivant, 

Chase Tulledge, Maggie Glodowski, and Carla Glodowski!  Our teams really stepped up 

their game this year as well!!  We had multiple teams that raised over $1500!  Our top 

fundraising team presented by Shire went to Currey’s Cane-anites, Team Captain Deb 

Currey. Bleeding Hearts for Blake, Jacker Backer’s, Little Rascals, and Hiking for Hemos 

round out our top five teams. Our top individual winner presented by Novo Nordisk went 

to Dave Currey of Currey’s Cane-anites!  Thank you to everyone who attended and donat-

ed!  A very special thank you to all of our sponsors and volunteers!  Big changes are com-

ing to the Walk for 2018!  Stay tuned!! 

2017 Polo on The Prairie 
The 2017 Polo on the Prairie presented by Fit Livin’ was held Saturday, September 16th at 

the Hickory Hall Polo Club in Whitestown, IN.  It was a beautiful and day and we had a 

great turnout!  Thank you to all who attended! We would like to thank our partner organ-

ization, Fit Livin’, and Donna and Greg Chandler owners of  the Hickory Hall Polo Club 

(www.indypolo.com).  Hickory Hall Polo Club is the only Polo club in the state of Indiana 

and partners with various not-for profit and charity organizations throughout their season 

with the proceeds benefiting those partnering organizations.  Hemophilia of Indiana bene-

fitted in the proceeds from the gate entrance fee’s as well as a 50/50 raffle drawing.  Fit 

Livin’ is an incredible organization that drives culture to healthy lifestyles by assisting in-

dividuals in reaching their maximum potential in three key areas: Health, Fitness, and 

Mental Attitude!  Check out their website at www.fitlivin.com or download the Fit Livin’ 

mobile App.  A very special thanks to our Title Sponsors of the event The Indiana Hemo-

philia and Thrombosis Center and Shire.  Thank you also to our Chukka Sponsor Pfizer. It 

was an afternoon of family fun of watching a great polo match as well as “stomping the 

divot's and a candy drop from an airplane at Half Time.  The Kids had a blast!  A very spe-

cial thank you goes out to all of our volunteers, whom without the event would not have 

been such a success!  The date for 2018 will be posted on our Facebook page and website 

in mid-January so stay tuned!!! 
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NHF Annual Meeting Recap 
The National Hemophilia Foundation held their Annual Meeting in Chicago , IL 

on August 24th to 26th.  Hemophilia of Indiana sponsored 68 patients and family 

members to the event in Chicago!  The Opening Session began with Val Bias , 

NHF CEO, setting the tone for exploring the new frontier in the world of bleeding 

disorders as well as NHF’s commitment of $2 million dollars to support research 

for bleeding disorders to the National Institute of Research.  The night was capped 

off with the opening of the Exhibit hall where our families could explore the dif-

ferent industry and organization’s exhibit booths.  NHF provided on-site child 

care as well as a fun trip for the kids to Shed Aquarium.  The educational breakout 

sessions were broken down by categories such as vWD, Women with Bleeding 

Disorders, Adult Men, Teens and Young Adults, and Partners and Spouses.  This 

gave our adult attendees, parent’s and caregivers the opportunity to attend educa-

tional sessions that were geared to their specific interests and bleeding disorder.  

Friday evening our families attended a Hello Talk, hosted by our local sponsor 

Shire, at an incredible Italian restaurant.  The talk was interactive for both the 

adults and children attending and the food was delicious!  The NHF’s Final Night 

Event was held at the Field Museum and our families were transported to the mu-

seum via buses where they got to explore the museum and enjoy music and appe-

tizers!  Overall it was a very successful and educational 3 days!  Special thank you 

to our sponsors Shire and Novo Nordisk whose support made it possible for Hemo-

philia of Indiana to have one of the largest group at NHF Annual Meeting! 
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Study Yields Important Findings on the Functions of von Willebrand Factor 

 

Researchers at the Boston Children’s Program in Cellular and Molecular Medicine and 

the Harvard Medical School recently made important discoveries relevant to the function-

ing of von Willebrand factor (VWF). The study, “Flow-induced Elongation of von Wil-

lebrand Factor Precedes Tension-Dependent Activation,” was published online, August 

23, 2017, in the journal Nature Communications. 

 

Using fluorescent imaging and microfluidic tools, Jiang and his colleagues recreated the 

blood flow that occurs in humans, particularly the function of VWF within the blood-

stream. Through a series of valves, cylinders and tubes, investigators were able to mimic 

the increase in blood flow that occurs after an injury.  

 

Experiments showed that as the blood flow grew more intense, changes in the shape of 

VWF would occur. VWF molecules, which are normally rounded and compact, quickly 

became rapidly elongated in response to the increased tension. Scientists also observed 

that as VWF elongates it binds with platelets to ensure that a viable blood clot forms. No-

tably, VWF activates locally at the site of an injury and not in other parts of the body.   

 

“If you can imagine stretching out your arms, and then opening your hands to capture 

platelets, that’s basically what we are seeing VWF do in response to bleeding,” said re-

searcher Wesley P. Wong, PhD. “It’s so important that this process occurs only when and 

where it is needed—this two-step activation process makes that possible.”  

 

While these findings could have future implications for treatment, leading to more novel 

therapies, they are also scientifically noteworthy. Researchers are no doubt excited to un-

cover such valuable molecular-level insights on the intricacies of the bloodstream and the 

mechanisms of VWF. 

 

“This experiment really represents a new platform for seeing and measuring what’s hap-

pening in the blood on a molecular level,” said Wong. “Through the use of novel micro-

fluidic technologies that allow us to mimic the body’s vasculature in combination with 

single-molecule imaging techniques, we are finally able to capture striking images that 

uncover the mystery of nature’s forces at work in our bodies.” 

         

Source: Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News, August 23, 2017 





 

Mark your Calendars! 

Here are some of our upcoming events... 
 

 Thanksgiving Day Run, Dillon Park, Noblesville - November 23rd 

 Year End Education Event, Saturday December 2nd 

 Hearts for Hemophilia Gala, February 9th, 2018 
 

Call our office @ (317) 570-0039 or email  Kristy McConnell @  

kmcconnell@hoii.org if you would like to get involved in any of our 
events! 

 
 

6910 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite 140 

Indianapolis, IN 46220 

www.hoii.org 

(317) 570-0039 

*The material provided in Vital Link is only for general information purposes.  HoII does not give medical advice or  

engage in the practice of medicine.  HoII recommends in all cases that you consult your physician or HTC before    

pursuing any course of treatment. 


