
2021 Hemophilia of Indiana Annual Meeting 

On August 14th and 15th, members of the bleeding disorders community 

of Indiana and their families joined together for the 2021 Hemophilia of In-

diana Annual Meeting!  The Annual Meeting is Hemophilia of Indiana’s larg-

est community event and provides a weekend of education and support for 

Indiana’s bleeding disorders community.  The 2020 Annual Meeting was 

held on a virtual format, making it even more special for a live event in 

2021.  Even while wearing masks, there was lots of education and commu-

nity involvement.  The weekend started off on Saturday morning with a two

-part key note general session presented by Dr. Anne Greist, Jennifer 

Maahs, and Shannon Tracey from the Indiana Hemophilia & Thrombosis 

Center followed by an afternoon of multiple education break out sessions.  

Saturday evening included an awards banquet to celebrate the 2021   Judy 

Moore Memorial Scholarship Winners.  Sunday morning participants were 

treated to a fun educational and interactive key note presentation  present-

ed by Bob Loudon and Brenda McLean also from the Indiana Hemophilia & 

Thrombosis Center followed by breakout sessions for the Mom’s in Action, 

Blood Brotherhood, and Latino community support groups.  Planning is   

already underway for the 2022 Annual Meeting!  Hemophilia of Indiana 

would like to say a special thank you to all of our sponsors for their sup-

port and dedication to the bleeding disorders community of Indiana!  
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Congratulations to all of our 2021 Judy Moore Scholarship  

Recipients!!  **not all winners pictured 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Annual Meeting Teen Program 

 
On Saturday, August 14th Hemophilia of Indiana participated in a GutMonkey Leading Edge pro-

gram.  Teens from the community participated in the four-hour workshop which focused on con-

nection, resilience and fun.   

 
GutMonkey has been delivering the Pfizer sponsored Leading Edge teen programs to the bleeding 

disorder community for 15 consecutive years and has delivered 245 programs with over 25,000 

participants from all 50 states. 

 
The teens and their Gut Monkey Leader, Tom, spent the morning at a local park they were able to 

experience an interactive experiential program where they played games, participated in a scavenger 
hunt, and shared in cooperative drawing among other unique experiences.  Participants leaving the 

program have reported feelings of greater connectivity to their peers and Hemophilia of Indiana. 
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2021 Hearts For Hemophilia “A Midsummer Nights Dream” Gala 

 
The 2021 Hearts for Hemophilia “A Midsummer Nights Dream” Gala was held on Fri-

day, July 30th at the beautiful Grand Hall at Union Station.  Normally held at the end of 

January, this year’s Gala had to be moved to July as a result of pandemic.  The Gala in-

cluded a raffle, silent auction, live auction, and fund a need.  This year’s keynote speaker 

was Dr. Anne Greist from the Indiana Hemophilia and Thrombosis Center and gave an 

incredible presentation about the current state of bleeding disorders and the pandemic 

while supporting the programs and services provided by Hemophilia of Indiana to the 

bleeding disorders community.  Following the conclusion of the program, guests danced 

the night away to the music of Greta Speaks and had fun “gambling” in the onsite casino!  

Hemophilia of Indiana would like to thank all of our incredible sponsors, donors, sup-

porters, and volunteers that made the 2021 Hearts for Hemophilia Gala a huge success! 
The 2022 Hearts for Hemophilia Gala has been moved back to its normal time of the 

year and will be held on Friday, January 28th!  More information can be found on our 

website (www.hoii.org) and check out all of the pictures from this year’s event!! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

2021 Unite for Bleeding Disorders Walk 

 
The 2021 Unite for Bleeding Disorders Walk was held on Saturday,  August 21st at Fort 

Harrison State Park.  Over 80 members of the bleeding disorders community united to-

gether to celebrate the bleeding disorders community of Indiana and fundraise for    

Hemophilia of Indiana!  The Top Team Captain award went to Carolyn Salazar with    

Emiliano’s Advocates!  Emiliano’s Advocates are on a hot streak as being the Top Fund-

raising Team for two years in a row!  Bill Davis, also a team member of Emiliano’s Advo-

cates was this years Top Individual Fundraiser!  Congratulations to all the incredible 

Team Captains and their team members for all of your hard work and effort in support-

ing Hemophilia of Indiana and the Bleeding Disorders Community of Indiana!!! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Community Member Corner 
Welcome to Community Member Corner!  This new feature is from the 

community members perspective!  Have you been interested in attending the 

Annual Meeting but haven’t been able to attend?  Here is your opportunity 

to hear about it from community member and Judy Moore Memorial Schol-

arship Recipient Hery Acosta Acosta’s perspective: 

 
When I was younger, at the annual meeting I would go to eat food and 

then join in to do all the activities that the kids were supposed to do. Those in-
cluded the zoo, escape rooms and fun little activities. Me and my friends would 
always have the time of our lives and enjoy every second of it. 

Things change though as an adult, you no longer get to go to those activi-
ties, but you do get some freedom into what you want to attend and learn about. 
I have always loved the annual meeting, a nice weekend where you get to spend 
time with some of your favorite people and catch up with them. It is also a great 
time to learn more about your bleeding disorder and how to deal with it. 

The HOII staff do a wonderful job each year of putting this event together 
and getting all the sponsors to go. They also award the Judy Moore scholarship 
every year to deserving individuals with bleeding disorders.  

The Annual Meeting has many differences from child to adult, but there is 
never a dull moment and there are many opportunities for all. 
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Upcoming Educational Dinners: 
 

Contact Angel DiRuzza at adiruzza@hoii.org to register. 
Check out our Facebook (@HEMOINDY) page and website 

calendar for more details on upcoming in person  

educational dinners! 

 
Topic:     Common Factors with Perry Parker 
  Sponsored by CSL Behring     
When:   Sunday, October 17th  

Where:  Top Golf  

  9200 E 116th St 

  Fishers, IN 46037 

 

Topic:  Emerging Skills 
  Sponsored by Sanofi Genzyme      

When:    Tuesday, November 2nd 

Where:   Restaurant TBD - Fort Wayne, IN 

 

Topic:     Navigating Your Insurance 
  Sponsored by Novo Nordisk  
When:   Thursday, November 4th  

Where:  Parisi’s Ristorante Italiano  

  1412 S Bend Ave 

  South Bend, IN  46617 

 

Topic:  Your Time To Thrive 
  Sponsored by Sanofi Genzyme      

When:    Tuesday, November 16th 

Where:   Restaurant TBD - Indianapolis, IN 
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Mark your Calendars! 
 

• FitLivin THXRUN Day Run - November 25th 

• Year End Educational Event - December 11th 

• 2022 Hearts for Hemophilia Gala - January 28th 
 

Call our office @ (317) 570-0039 or email  Kristy McConnell  

@ kmcconnell@hoii.org if you would like to get involved in any of 
our events! 

• Check out our social media pages for updates!!! 
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*The material provided in Vital Link is only for general information purposes.  HoII does not give medical advice or  

engage in the practice of medicine.  HoII recommends in all cases that you consult your physician or HTC before    

pursuing any course of treatment. 


